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in music, which she passionately loved; but of those royal sciences,
history and geography, which ought to form the most important
parb of the education of princes, she knew so little, that when her
mother announced to her that she was sought in marriage by the
duke of York, she asked, with great simplicity, '- who the duke
of York was?" Her mother told her "he was the brother of
the king of England, and heir-presumptive to that realm;" but
the princess was not a whit the wiser for this information. " She
had been so innocently bred," observes James, in his journal,
" that she did not know of such a place as England, nor such a
person as the duke of York."

When the duchess of Modena explained the nature of the
brillicint matrimonial prospects that awaited her, not concealing
the fact that the duke of York was in his fortieth year, Mary
Beatrice burst into a passionate fit of weeping, and implored her
aunt to deliver her from this royal suitor, by marrying him
herself, observing with some naivete, '* that her aunt's age, thirty
years, was more suitable to that of a bridegroom of forty than
her own, as she was only in her fifteenth year." Mary Beatrice
was assured, in reply, "that the fancied objection of too great
juvenility in a girl of her age would be very soon obviated by
time, while every day would render a lady of thirty less agreeable
to a prince like the duke of York." This reasoning, however
cogent, did not reconcile the youthful beauty to the idea of
being consigned to a consort five-and-twenty years her senior.
She wept, and protested her determination to profess herself a
xran; and continued to urge the propriety of bestowing her aunt
on the duke of York instead of herself so perseveringly, that at
last she convinced some of the most influential persons in the
court of Modena that she was right.

Nevertheless, the day for the solemnization of the nuptial
contract was fixed for the 30th of September. The noble proxy
having prepared his equipage and habit suitable for the occasion,
"he was fetched from his lodgings, at about eleven o'clock on
that morning, by the duke of Modena in person, accompanied by
prince Binaldo and all the noblest cavaliers of the court, and
conducted to a chamber near the chapel, where he reposed
himself till so much of the service was done as seemed obnoxious
to the religion he professed;" for it is to be noticed that James
had not chosen a person of his own faith, but a member of the
church of England, for his proxy. When the mass was over, the
earl was led into the chapel, where the bride expected him.; and
there, not only without a dispensation from the pope, but in
defiance of his interdict, was Mary Beatrice Eleanora of Modena
/named by a poor English priest to the Roman Catholic heir of